Drama Class
Teacher: Ms. Gillespie

The Five Basic Elements of Acting
“The Five W’s”

WHO?


This question helps us find out which characters are in the story or play.


Example: Who eats Baby Bear’s porridge in “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”?  Goldilocks eats all of Baby Bear’s porridge.
WHAT?


This question helps us find the action in the story or play.


Example:  What did Goldilocks do to Baby Bear’s chair?  Goldilocks sat in the chair and broke it.
WHERE?


This question helps us find out the location of the story or play.


Example:  Where is the Bears’ house?  The Bears’ house is in the woods.
WHEN?


This question helps us find out when in history this story or play took place.


Example:  When did Goldilocks enter the Bears’ house?  Goldilocks went into the Bears’ house after they left for a walk.  
WHY?


This question helps us find out reason something happened in the story.


Example:  Why did the three bears go for a walk?  They went for a walk to wait for their hot porridge to cool down.
**Please keep this study sheet in your Drama folder or notebook.  You will need it almost every day.**
