Light

Light Design Process

· Reading the script

· Talk to the director

· Watch early rehearsals

· Put together a list of lighting elements

· Plan your lighting design

· Technical rehearsals

· Final rehearsal 

Principles of Composition

· Unity

· Unity is achieved when each element of a design fits in with the overall concept of the production. It is defined by how those elements relate to the production as a whole.

· Harmony

· Harmony is defined by how those same elements relate to each other.
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(Harmony and Unity)
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(Unity, but not Harmony)

· Contrast

· The combination of dissimilar design elements.
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· Variation

· Too much uninterrupted harmony is monotonous.
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· Balance

· The arrangement of the design elements to bring a sense of restfulness, stability, or equilibrium to the design

· There are two types of balance:

· Symmetrical  (Top)

· Asymetrical (Bottom) 
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Functions of Stage Lighting

· Visibility

· If the audience can't see the actors, everything else the lighting designer does is a waste of time.
· "The art of lighting the stage consists of putting light where you want it and taking it away from where you don't want it."

· Mood

· "Mood" is the feeling in the audience of the appropriate emotion
· Composition

· The act of painting a picture, in this case, with light.
· Realism

· Reinforcement (Support)

· Supporting the work in the text, set, costumes and sound, as well as supporting the actors.

· Revelation of Form

· Punctuation 

Qualities of Light

· Intensity

· How bright or dim a light is.

· Color

· Distribution

· How much area the light covers: small and focused or wide and washed.

· Movement 

Kinds of Theatre Lights:

· Ellipsoidal Reflector Spotlight

· ERSes are useful when you want: 

· A sharp edge

· A fixture which can be shuttered off scenery

·  A fixture which can project a pattern 

·  High intensity. 

· Fresnel Lens Spotlight

· Fresnels are useful when you want: 

· A soft edge, or 

· The ability to vary the field width 

· Fresnels are easy to identify by their lens with concentric circles. (A circle within a circle within a circle…)

· Par Cans

· Can be used for just about any kind of lighting job. 
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(ESR)





(Fresnel)



 (Par Can)
