Name: ____________________

Peace at a Price

North America’s political situation looked a lot different after the French and Indian War. When the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1763, France was basically pushed out of North America, except for a few islands and limited fishing rights. 


Native Americans’ Complaints

The Native Americans found themselves pushed aside, too. During the war, the British had promised to pull out of frontier areas once they had defeated the French. After the fighting ended, however, the British not only remained at their forts but strengthened them as well. More settlers moved west of the Allegheny Mountains, too, even though the British government had told the Indians that settlers would not be allowed there.  


To make matters worse, Major General Jeffery Amherst cut off trade with the tribes. He ended the diplomatic practice of giving “presents” — goods the tribes needed and saw as payment for the forts they allowed the British to build on their lands. Amherst also forbade any gun sales to Indians. Native Americans found it harder to support themselves, because they had grown to rely on guns for hunting.

The native groups were furious. They had helped the British win the war. But now the British were treating them like a conquered people. Led by the Ottawa chief Pontiac, some natives joined together and attacked British forts and settlements in 1763. The British eventually negotiated an end to the fighting, resumed gift-giving, and renewed the promise that no settlers would be allowed beyond the mountains. 

Britain Needed Money

But the native rebellion foretold other problems with the British Empire. Great Britain had huge debts. Keeping troops in America cost a lot, too. To raise money, Britain increased trade duties on the Colonies and stepped up enforcement of tax collection laws. 

Then the Stamp Act of 1765 said that colonists would have to pay tax on any printed documents: deeds and wills, shipping papers, newspapers, even playing cards. Angry colonists rioted and threatened to cut off all trade with Britain. 

The British Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in 1766, but reaffirmed its sovereign power to rule the Colonies. British soldiers remained in Canada and at some western forts, and even in eastern cities. Now the military was not merely protecting the Colonies, but policing them.

Colonists Began to Resent Unfair Treatment by British

The colonists hated it. Before the French and Indian War, most had thought of themselves as British subjects, with the same rights as other Britons. During the war, though, many colonists had grown to see themselves as superior to the soldiers of the British regular army and had become suspicious of the haughty officers who commanded them. 

Unlike most British redcoats, who made a career of army life, provincial soldiers usually came from town militias, where they served part-time to protect their homes and families. They were not used to military discipline. During the first part of the war, though, the British had subjected the provincials to the same strict discipline as regular soldiers. 
Moreover, although the provincials fought just as hard as the British regulars, they often were given dull or tiresome tasks. At times, their pay came late or not at all. Plus, provincial soldiers got little respect from the British. Americans resented such treatment. After all, about 25,000 colonists had bravely served their king and country.

Colonists were forced to support British forces

Strong-arm tactics to feed and supply British forces fueled the Americans’ bitterness. For example, in some colonies, local citizens had been forced to house and feed the British soldiers who came over to fight in the French and Indian War. The burden of doing this had put some cities in debt. 

With the war over, most colonists were eager to build their economy and to make a good living. But British trade restrictions often got in the way. Great Britain’s direct and indirect efforts to raise colonists’ taxes made matters worse.

Restrictions on movement

People also bristled at the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which said that colonists could not move west of the Allegheny Mountains. To Americans, it seemed as though Great Britain was trying to limit the Colonies’ growth. Many colonists went west anyway. 

The American colonists cherished the personal freedoms that came with being British subjects. More and more, however, the British government was interfering with how they wanted to live. Soon America and England would find themselves in another war — this time against each other. 
Understanding what you read

Native Americans’ Complaints

1. During the French and Indian War, what did the British promise the Native Americans? _____________________________________________________
2. The British did not keep their promise. What did they do instead? _____________________________________________________
3. How did the Native Americans respond? _____________________________________________________

Britain Needed Money

1. Why did Britain need money? _____________________________________________________

2. How did the Stamp Act help them collect money? _____________________________________________________

3. How did the Americans respond? _____________________________________________________

4. What did the British do next? _____________________________________________________

Colonists Begin to Resent Unfair Treatment by British

1. How did the relations between British and colonists now change? _____________________________________________________

2. What did the colonists resent about their treatment in the British army? _____________________________________________________

Colonists were forced to support British forces

1. What “strong-arm tactics” did the British use against Americans? _____________________________________________________

2. What “restrictions” did the British impose? _____________________________________________________

Restrictions on movement

1. What did the Royal Proclamation of 1763 say? _____________________________________________________

2. How did the Americans respond to the proclamation? _____________________________________________________
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