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Learning about the Holocaust from Movies: Overview
Genocide means the planned destruction, in whole or part, of a group of people.” The Holocaust was the Germans’ planned destruction of the 9.5 million Jews of Europe between 1933 and 1945. 
Why did the Holocaust take place? What was it like to live in that period? Movies can help you visualize and understand the actions, motives, and emotions associated with the Holocaust. In this project you will watch and analyze a movie about the Holocaust. 
1. Select a movie from the list below. Alternatives are possible but must be approved by the teacher. Rent or borrow the movie.
2. Before watching, write your movie’s name in the organizer on page 2, along with information about when it was made and who was in it. This information should be on the DVD box.
3. Watch with an adult so you can ask questions and talk about what is going on. Complete the organizer on page 2 
4. Make a movie poster advertising the poster. Use the information on page 2 of the organizer to put together pictures and phrases/words for your poster. Try to persuade people to watch the movie. Include the following two paragraphs:
a. A summary of the action of the movie. Make it suspenseful, but please don’t give away the ending. (Organizer, page 3)

b. A review of the movie in at least one paragraph. Your purpose is to persuade people to see the movie! (Organizer, page 4)
	MOVIES: EUROPE AND THE HOLOCAUST DURING WORLD WAR II
1. Anne Frank, the Whole Story (2001)

2. Alan and Naomi

3. Boy in the Striped Pajamas

4. Defiance
5. Into the Arms of Strangers

	6. Devil’s Arithmetic

7. Diary of Anne Frank (1959)
8. Europa, Europa (subtitles)
9. It’s a Beautiful Life

10. Jakob the Liar

11. Miracle at Moreaux

12. Paper Clips

13. The Pianist 

14. Schindler’s List




Learning about the Holocaust from Movies: Organizer
	About the movie


	Name of movie
	

	When was the movie made?
	

	Type of movie

· Fiction
· Historical fiction (based on a real event, but the people are made up) 
· Documentary
	

	Major actors and actresses


	

	About the story

	Setting: when or where does the movie take place

	

	Major characters: briefly describe each character. Use the other side of sheet for additional characters
	1.
2.

3.



	What happens in the movie? Use this information in your poster. Include the names of the main characters and their thoughts, actions, and responses. Organize each step as a “who did what” statement. 

	1. __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________



	2. __________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________



	3. __________________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________




	
4. __________________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________



	5. __________________________________________________________

   ___________________________________________________________



	6. _________________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________




	How does the movie end? You may want to drop hints about the ending!



	____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________




Why did you like the movie?    Include this information in the “review” for your advertising poster.
Why didn’t you like the movie? 
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