Autobiography of a food product
Purpose of the project

World history began when people started to trade with people from far-away places. World history began, for example, in the 1600s…
· when the English started stirring sugar from the plantations of the West Indies into tea imported from China
· when the Dutch started enjoying pepper from India and cinnamon from Sri Lanka with their evening meals….
In this project, you will write an autobiography of one of the foods grown in one part of world and eaten in another part: coffee, tea, black pepper, cinnamon, and chocolate. A typical autobiography allows people to tell their own story, from their own point of view, with their own voice. Your autobiography requires you to tell the story of a food from the first person. As in all research, you will answer a series of questions:
1. WHERE were you grown? Coffee, for example, was grown in Yemen and Brazil and tea in China. 
2. HOW were you made into an edible food? Tea, for example, had to be picked, dried, warmed, cut, blended, and packaged before it could be consumed. Sugar cane had to be harvested, cut, crushed, and boiled to extract the sugar that the English used in their tea. Slaves did the work.
3. WHO traded you? Many people were involved both in the places where you were raised (sellers) and the places where you were consumed (buyers). Who were they? What countries did they come from? How were you shipped?
4. Who consumed you? Usually these were wealthy people in Europe and the Americas, but gradually products like tea and sugar were consumed by common folks – craftsmen, shopkeepers, dock workers, and peasants. New foods greatly improved the quality of life for many people.
	What you do
1. You will complete this project in class, with some work at home as well. Please do not work too far ahead without getting some feedback first. Deadline for project: Wednesday, March 10, 2010.

2. Choose a food. Possible choices: black pepper, cinnamon, chocolate, coffee, and tea. As a class, we will study sugar and slavery.

3. Start your search for facts and pictures at the Encyclopedia Britannica – School Edition (http://school.eb.com). If that is not enough, do research on the Web to complete the organizer on pages 3-6. Use http://dpeal.net/wh.html to help you find additional Web sites. We will discuss how to search in class. 
4. For each research question, find at least three facts and at least two pictures.
a. For each fact, use this organizer to write down (1) the name of the site, (2) its address (http://...), and (3) the organization/author responsible for the information. For non-Web information, you will receive further instruction in class.

b. For each picture, copy the picture in a Word document, include the Web address in the Word document, write a caption and any annotations (notes), print it out, and attach it to this organizer. Keep all your papers together!
5. You will share the story of your autobiography by writing short paragraphs for each question. You will tell your story to the class through the series of pictures that you collect during your research. We will talk about ways of presenting the pictures in class – PowerPoint, PhotoStory, etc. As part of your presentation, please cook something for your class using the product!



Organizer
Autobiography of _____________________
1. Find at least one map showing where you come from. Print the map. Neatly show exactly where you come from by drawing symbols on the map (for example, draw borders around the parts of China where dark and light tea were grown). Write a caption, print it out, and fasten it to this organizer. 
Describe the location of the place(s) where you were grown? 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
2. Find at least one picture of “you” when you were still part of a plant or tree. Write a caption. 

Facts

a. _______________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: ________________________________________

2. How were you made into an edible food? Describe how you were obtained by humans. For example, cod fish was caught, salt was mined or extracted from water, black pepper was dried, etc. Include at least two pictures with captions, annotations (notes), etc.
Facts

a. _______________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

3. Who traded you? Describe the traders you bought and sold you. When did they come? How did they treat the people who grew you? What did their ships look like? How much were you worth? For example, the Portuguese controlled the pepper trade at first, but the Dutch took over the Portuguese spice routes by force. Coffee-drinking led to the first coffee shops in London in the 1650s. 
Facts

a. _______________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

4. Who consumed you? How did you change people’s eating habits? For example, coffee and tea kept people alert. Sugar tasted good and was a source of energy. Include at least two pictures with captions, annotations (notes), etc.
Facts

a. _______________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Source of information: _______________________________________

PAGE  
3
World History 1: Autobiography of a food product


