      Reading Journal Rubric



Date:  




	Criteria
	Points

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	Neatness
and

Organization

	Weekly entries (date, minutes, pages; paragraph) meet all requirements for placement of information.  Written or typed entries are always neat and show “that you care.”
	Weekly entries (date, minutes, pages; paragraph) meet most requirements for placement of information.  Written or typed entries are usually neat and show “that you care.”
	Weekly entries (date, minutes, pages; paragraph) meet some requirements for placement of information.  Written or typed entries are generally neat but do not show “that you care.”
	Weekly entries (date, minutes, pages; paragraph) meet few requirements for placement of information.  Written or typed entries are not neat and do not show “that you care.”

	

	Topic Sentence
	Topic sentence is clearly worded and correctly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph will be about.
	Topic sentence is either unclearly worded or incorrectly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph will be about.
	Topic sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph will be about.
	Topic sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed.  It does not let the reader know what the paragraph will be about.

	

	Supporting Detail Sentences
	Paragraph has three or more supporting sentences that relate directly to the main idea.  These sentences contain vivid vocabulary and have varied structure and length.

	Paragraph has three or more supporting sentences that relate directly to the main idea.  These sentences contain some vivid vocabulary and have similar structure and length. 
	Paragraph has one or two supporting sentences that relate to the main idea.  These sentences contain one or two vivid vocabulary words and have similar structure and length.
	Paragraph has no supporting sentence that relate back to the main idea.
	

	Closing Sentence
	Closing sentence is creative, clearly worded, and correctly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph was about.
	Closing sentence lacks creativity but is clearly worded and correctly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph was about.
	Closing sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed.  It lets the reader know what the paragraph was about.
	Closing sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed.  It does not let the reader know what the paragraph was about.
	

	Mechanics and 
Grammar
	Paragraph has no errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and word usage.
	Paragraph has one or two punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and word usage errors.


	Paragraph has three to five punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and word usage errors.
	Paragraph has six or more punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and word usage errors.
	

	Total
	(20 possible)
	


