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August 30, 2010



Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year.  As the reading teacher, I look forward to working with your student as he/she experiences reading successes, accomplishments, and a sense of pride.  In addition, I value the opportunity to work collaboratively with you throughout the year.  
For homework, each student in my reading classes will keep a cumulative READING JOURNAL.  This will be a predictable, continuous homework assignment for the duration of the school year.  The READING JOURNALS will be distributed tomorrow, Tuesday, August 31st.

As we know, the best way to improve any skill is through repeated practice.  Reading is no exception.  Reading fluency, which refers to the rate, accuracy, and prosody with which one reads, is particularly critical because it aids in comprehension, self-confidence, and acceleration of reading achievement.  Reading frequently is a natural way to work on reading fluency.

Four pages are attached to this letter:  “Responses for Reading Journals,” “Sample Formats for Paragraphs,” “Reading Journal – Sample,” and “Reading Journal Rubric.” I will review the Reading Journal Rubric with each student.  This should clarify my expectations for completing journal entries in a spiral bound notebook which I will provide.  I am requesting that each student read at least three days a week.  The cumulative total for the three days should be one hour (or more).  After each time period of reading, a written entry based on the handout “Responses for Reading Journals” needs to be completed.  Each Monday, or the first day of the school week, I will collect, review, grade, and return the completed READING JOURNAL.
Depending upon your student’s ability and comfort level, he/she may choose to read independently, share reading with an adult (i.e., read alternate pages), listen to an adult read and follow along in the text, use Kurzweil or Bookshare, etc.  My sincere desire is for your student to enjoy good books and quality literature.
Thank you for your support in this reading effort.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 301-738-9691 (x 288) or e-mail me at jmange@ttlc.org.







Warm regards,







Joyce Mange
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